
  

 

VILLAGE OF ISLAND LAKE 
“What kind of impact will the roundabout have on our community?” I 

“What kind of impact will the roundabout 

have on our community?”  I have been asked 

by several residents. It is important to 

understand that the roundabout is located in 

unincorporated McHenry County—not in the 

Village of Island Lake. It is a McHenry Division of 

Transportation project. 

At one of the meetings held by the County early 

on in the process, the reason given for the roundabout was that it would keep 

traffic moving safely. I asked, “Why not put a traffic light at that intersection 

instead of a roundabout?” The answer was that the roundabout will be 

cheaper in the long run. I find that hard to believe. 

The County also claims that the long term costs for maintaining a traffic light 

are high. Time will tell what additional problems may be caused—or solved—

by the roundabout. Meanwhile, you can find information about roundabout 

safety on the U.S. Department of Transportation website: https://

safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/innovative/roundabouts/.  

The Route 176 and Roberts Road turn lane project will be starting soon. 

This will allow eastbound traffic to have its own lane to turn onto Roberts 

Road. This Illinois Department of Transportation project should alleviate 

traffic backups at rush hour. 

Speaking of traffic safety… We have stop signs at many 

intersections throughout the Village to help prevent accidents. 

Some drivers seem to think stopping at them is not a 

requirement. I would like to remind everyone that each sign 

means STOP for everyone. 

Children are back in school. Please be alert, slow down, and stop at all 

the stop signs. Thank you. 

I look forward to seeing you at the last 2018 Concert in the Park on 

September14th at Veterans Park. 

Fall 2018 NEWSLETTER & RECREATION GUIDE  September-October-November 

From the Mayor DATES TO  REMEMBER:                

Sept     1-3 Village Offices Closed  

   8  Venetian Night  “Roaring 20’s” 6:30 

   14  Concert in the Park -   7pm            
         Second Hand Soul Band 

Oct.  1 Curbside Recycling  

   6    Fall Fest    

   31  Halloween Trick or Treat 4-8pm 

Nov.   4   Daylight Savings Time 

17 Village Craft Faire 10-4pm 

   18 Village Craft Faire 10-3pm  

   22-24 Village Offices Closed 

   26 Last Yard Waste Pickup 

Dec.  1 Vehicle Stickers are available at the 
    Village Hall for purchase.  

   7    Tree Lighting and Angel Tree  6pm 

 

 

   

 

         

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

Use of phosphate-free fertilizer helps our lake health.  
See page 7. 
 
The star on the original water tower needs restoring.  
See page 3. 
 
Island Lake has new and expanded businesses.  
See page 10. 
 
We cannot accept battery drop off  at the Village Hall.   
See page 10 for alternatives. 

Curbside Recycling 
Pickup Oct. 1st 
 

Note the following. 
 

 1 tv or monitor is allowed per 
household per year 

 
 Limit of 5 items per 

collection  
 

 No air conditioners, water 
softeners or dehumidifiers 

 



2 

 

Chief of Police - Anthony Sciarrone  
With school back in session, children are out at the bus stops. 
Be extra vigilant when you leave for work in the morning. When we 
turn back the clocks on Sunday, November 4

th
, children will be 

waiting for their buses in the dark. 
 
STOP for school buses when they picking up or 
dropping off children. Passing a school bus with its 
lights activated and the stop arm out can result in a 
mandatory six month suspension of your driving 
privileges.  
 

A special thank you to Connie Mascillino; Georgine Cooper; Public 
Works Director Brian Bartnick, who brought his ice cream machine for everyone’s 
enjoyment; Valerie Smith, our new Police executive secretary; and the Wauconda Fire 
District for assisting in Island Lake National Night Out. 
 

Community Watch Meeting will be Monday, September 10, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. “Security 
in an Electronic World” will be the topic. The next meeting will be November 12. 
 

For information about location of registered sex offenders, check the State of Illinois 
registry: http://www.isp.state.il.us/sor or go to the Island Lake Police Department website here: 
http://www.communitynotification.com/cap_main.php?office=56585. 
 

Trick-or-Treat: 4:00 pm- 8:00 p.m. on Halloween, Wednesday, October 31. Please 
remember to inspect all the treats and candy your children bring home before they start 
eating it. If you do find something dangerous, please call 911 right away.  
 

Are you going away for the holidays? Please call the Police Department at 847-526-
2100 to arrange a house check while you are out of town. 
 

Enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday!  

Please join the Island Lake Police Department in the Community Watch effort. The purpose of 
Community Watch is to engage and collaborate with our community—residents, community groups and 
businesses—to unite, inform, and protect our community.  
 
Dates/times: 7pm, 2

nd
 Monday of every other month (Jan., March, May, July, Sept., Nov.) 

Next meetings: Sept. 10 and Nov. 12, 2018. 
Subject: September 10 - “Security in an Electronic World”  November - TBD. 
Location: Senior Center at the Village Hall  
For more information: Contact Detective Knebl at lisa.knebl@islandlakepolice.com and watch the 
website, www.villageofslandlake.com. 
 
Meetings cover a variety of topics related to public awareness and safety and often feature guest presenters.  
 

SLOW DOWN!  

Drive safely in work zones. 
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Water Department – Patrick Stewart, Water Superintendent 
     
2018 Water Main Replacement Project 

Canyon Construction has been awarded the contract to replace 
approximately 1000 lineal feet of old 2” water main on Ethel and Oak 
Terrace with new 8” water main. The work will begin around mid-
August. All residents required to hook up to the new water main have 
been notified, and will be given 1 year from the date of project 

completion to hookup. We thank all residents affected for their patience and understanding. 

2018 Water Main Relocation Project 

Copenhaver Construction will be relocating approximately 530 Lineal feet 
of 12” water main along Route 176 and Roberts Road to accommodate 
the new turn lane to be constructed soon by IDOT.  

Thank You to Residents for Water Samples! 

Twice a month, our staff collects samples from residents’ homes for the purpose of 
bacteriological analysis. The samples are collected from sites throughout town that are 
approved by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. Thank you to all of our residents 
that have volunteered. Thanks so much, again! 

Protect Your Water Lines!    

Now that fall is here, it’s time to insulate your water lines! Check your crawl 
space/basement for any small holes or gaps that will allow cold air to blow 
on your water lines causing them to freeze and possibly burst. It is much 
easier doing this now then in January in subzero temperatures. 

Do you have questions or concerns? 

As always, we encourage any questions or concerns regarding the water system and the 
quality of the water we provide. Please feel free to call us at any time, 847-526-1954. 

Star Fund Welcomes Donations   After 62 years of stellar service, the star 
that sat atop the original water tower since 1956 is in dire need of refurbishing. 
The estimated cost will be $1,800.00; nearly $900.00 has already been donated  
 

Would you like to see the star continue to herald the holiday season for 
many years to come? The Village will accept donations only until the goal 
has been reached. 
 

If you would like to contribute, fill out the form and mail it to or drop it off at the 
Village Hall with your donation. (Feel free to donate anonymously if you prefer.) 
 

 
 
Name/s: ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
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 PUBLIC WORKS 
      

Village Of Island Lake   Water-Streets-Parks 

 
Keeping our roads safe in all seasons is the #1 goal of Public Works is to keep our roadways 
safe and clear in all seasons. Here’s how you can help as we prepare for fall and winter. 

 Don’t blow or shovel snow from your driveway into the road. 
 Keep your garbage cans and recycle toters out of the roadway and bring them 
back to the house as soon as you can after pickup. 
 Keep storm sewer drains clear of leaves when you are raking and cleaning up 
your yard this fall. 
 Keep items that may damage or be damaged by the plows away from the road 
edge (basket ball hoops, landscape rocks, etc.). 
 

Call Public Works at 847-526-8767 from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or email us at 
publicworks@villageofislandlake.com if you notice any of the issues 
above. 
 
It won’t be long until you see, or hear, our trucks out in the middle 
of the night ensuring you a clear road for your travels. Please be 
aware that the job we are doing also allows the school bus, the 
ambulance, the police car, and even the UPS or FedEx truck to get to 
your home. Do not park cars on the street “when one inch (1") or more of snow has 
accumulated on said street or when streets are in an iced or glazed condition requiring sanding.”  

 
Is your mailbox post secure and strong enough to withstand the weight of the 
plowed snow? The Village will only repair mailboxes that have been directly hit 
by the snowplow.  
 

SLOW DOWN and drive safely in work zones. Many road projects will continue 
into the Fall. Allow extra travel time in high traffic times and watch out for the workers 
and equipment in the roadway. 
 
If you have any questions about Village road projects, call Public Works. Please note: 
For issues and information related to Rte. 176 projects, call the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) Claims Department: 847-705-4061. For issues and information 
related to the River Road at Dowell Road Roundabout, call the McHenry County Division of 
Transportation (MCDOT) at 630-878-2122 or visit their website: www.McHenryCountyDOT.org.  

 
What is the only thing that should go down a storm sewer? If you answered 
rainwater, you are correct. To help preserve and improve the quality of our waterways, 
we need to ensure that the only thing that goes down a storm drain is 
rainwater. Please do not cover storm drains with debris or dump or wash chemicals, 
grass clippings or other materials down storm drains. If you notice a problem with a 
storm drain in your neighborhood, call Public Works. 

 
Grass clippings on the road are a serious hazard—almost like a sheet of ice—for bicycle and 
motorcycle riders. When you mow, make sure the clippings land in your yard—not on the road. Grab 
a broom to sweep up any that land in the roadway. 

Do you have any questions or comments regarding the job we do? Contact us  

at 847-526-8767 or via email at publicworks@villageofislandlake.com. 

Public Works Hours: Monday – Friday  7:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  

mailto:willie@villageofislandlake.com
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Building Department – Wayne Schnell, Commissioner 

Historical Society Boat Tours will continue through October, 

weather permitting. One-hour tours depart from Eastway Park and 

feature a long-time resident historical guide. 

 Suggested donation of $10.00 per person benefits the work of the 

Historical Society. 

Contact Liz Nelson  at 847-609-9050 or lizznelson@me.com for 

information or to arrange a tour. 

Welcome to my favorite time of year…. FALL. Many folks welcome it as 
well—as a great time to work on outdoor building projects. 
 
Does your project require a permit? The Permit Process and 
Guidelines brochure can answer many of your questions. Go to our website 
at  
https://villageofislandlake.com/administration/building-zoning-and-economic-development/ 

to download the brochure and other useful forms and information. If you have questions about 
any of the information, feel free to call me at 847-526-8764, ext. 7862. 
 
Reminder: Hours for outdoor construction are... 
Monday - Friday: 7:am - 7pm 
Saturday: 8am.- 5 pm 
Sundays and holidays: 8am.– 4 pm 
Please be courteous of your neighbors. 

 
Are your gutters clean and your downspouts diverted away from the house? Make sure 
leaves and debris won’t clog you gutters so melting snow can flow easily and safely away.   
 
Ladder Safety Tips for the Do-It-Yourselfers 

 Wear non-slip shoes. 
 Make sure ladder is on a flat surface and any latches are locked in place. 
 Center you body on the ladder; keep your waist between the rails; maintain a firm grip.  
 Face the ladder as you climb or descend 1 step at a time. Set each foot set firmly 

before lifting the other. 
 If possible, have someone stand at the bottom and hold the ladder while you work. 
 While you’re on the ladder, move materials with caution to keep your balance and 

keep the ladder from tipping. 
 Follow manufacturer safety instructions. (For example, “This is not a step.” means exactly that.) 

Two (and only Two) Entries Win T-Shirts in the Utility Bill Message Contest! 
 

Have you noticed the “virtual billboard” in the top section of your 
garbage and water bills? It has information about upcoming events 
and Village related news. To gauge whether our residents find it useful, the 
August garbage bill offered a drawing for an Island Lake T-shirt just for 
mentioning the message. Congratulations to Bonnie Kipp, our first 
responder. Will you notice now? Watch for other drawings on future bills.  
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 Emergency Management – Calvin Clay, Coordinator 

 

Our mission is community safety within the guidelines while obtaining the proper training  
to support our village in the event of a disaster/emergency call-out. 

Hello Residents and Friends! This was one of the best summers, lots of sun and warm 
temperatures with moderate rain fall.  How about the Concert’s in the Park, Lake Fest and the 
Fireworks, and let’s not forget about Corn Fest! Those were fun times. 
 
Installation of a new tornado siren at Dowell and Neville Roads is brought to you by a 
collaborative effort between the Village of Island Lake and Wauconda Township. This Prairie Woods, 
Walnut Glen and Highwood Lakes Estates, as well as unincorporated Wauconda Township. 
 
Check your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors! Test the batteries and replace them if 
low/bad. (Some detectors will beep when the batteries are low.) Always replace a faulty detector 
immediately. 
 
As the leaves change color, we know that Fall is around the corner. Let’s start to think about fall 
cleaning, that entails raking, moving things around and maybe some lifting. Remember to plan and 
use the proper tools whenever you can, apply the buddy system if you need a hand. It’s all about 
working safe and smart while completing the task. Unfortunately, mosquitos stay around until the first 
frost. Reminder: Get rid of any standing water where they can breed and keep plenty of 
mosquito repellent on hand. 
 
The Island Lake EMA Team supports our Police Department, Public Works, Recreation, Events 
and the Wauconda Fire District with traffic support and community service to help keep our 
community safe. Thank you to my team for their dedication and support. Community Safety is our 
commitment to all the residents. 
 
Do you have an Emergency Preparedness Kit on hand? You should have one that contains the 
following: bottled water, first-aid kit, non-perishable foods/canned foods, a good can-opener, 
flashlight, blankets, spare batteries, matches/lighter and a tool-kit. 
 
Emergency Management Meetings are the 4th Wednesday of the month at the Village Hall at 
7:00pm. Volunteers are welcome. Next meetings are 9/26/18 and 10/24/18. Note: We do not meet in 
November and December. 

Holiday Meals Collection to Begin 
 
Give what you have. To someone, it may be better than you dare to think. 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 

Would you like to put food on the table and smiles on the faces of 
families in need? Look for the collections jars at the Village Hall and 
at local businesses. The Village of Island Lake is once again seeking 
donations to help provide holiday meals. 
 

For years, the generosity of our community has helped us provide 20+ 
Thanksgiving meals from the turkey to dessert. Packing of this year’s 
meals is scheduled for Tuesday, November 20th.  
 

For more information about how you can help, call Connie at the 
Village Hall: 847-416-7857. 
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Lake Management Committee – Ken Wick (LMC) 

The aeration systems in Forest and Circle Bays are up and 
running! A big THANK YOU to our Public Works Department for 
helping to insure that the installation went smoothly. When you are 
driving by or out on the lake, you may notice several bubblers, water 
volcanoes that continuously push water to the surface. In addition, water 
movement units under the surface push water in and out of the bays. 

This aeration system helps oxygen levels climb, creating a healthier 
waterway and naturally nurturing billions of bio-organisms that naturally 
occur in lakes and streams. These bio-organisms help break down 
bottom sediments over time. 

The Village Board with direction of the Lake Management Committee wants to reduce 
pollutants.  Following on the coattails of 12 plus other communities within Lake County, we 
have adopted an ordinance which bans all phosphate fertilizers. The Village Board with direction of 
the Lake Management Committee wants to reduce pollutants. Phosphate-free fertilizers can be found 
at most retailers. When you do your part by using phosphate-free fertilizer, you help protect our 
waterways for future generations. 

Our watershed—which extends for miles around the Village—will receive water and runoff from 
fall rains. The runoff—which can be filled with phosphates—flows into our namesake 
lake, Cotton Creek Marsh and also the Fox River. Approximately 14% of approximately 29 
square miles of the Island Lake watershed can be characterized as disturbed areas where 
storm water crosses impervious surfaces and picks up phosphorous and other pollutants. 
Sediments wash into streams and out into the Lake bringing phosphorus attached to the 
soil particles. Use of phosphorus-free fertilizers helps reduce the sources of pollution 
flowing into the Lake.  

 
How do you know if fertilizer is phosphate-free? On each bag of fertilizer, there will be 3 numbers.  
That middle number is the phosphates. When you purchase a bag of fertilizer with the middle number 
being “0” you are getting phosphate free fertilizer. Phosphate free fertilizers can be found at most 
retailers.   
 
Will phosphorus-free fertilizer keep your lawn green and healthy? Yes! Soils in most parts of 
Island Lake already have enough phosphorus to grow a healthy lawn. In these instances, adding more 
phosphorus with fertilizer is not needed and will not benefit your lawn. 
 
What else can you do to protect water quality besides using a phosphorus-free fertilizer on 
your lawn?  

 Apply fertilizer at the recommended rate. 
 Apply fertilizer in the fall for the best results. Don’t fertilize before a storm or on frozen ground. 
 Keep soil, leaves, and lawn clippings out of the street, ditches, storm drains, and stream by 

bagging them, composting them, or leaving them right on the lawn as a natural fertilizer. 
 Mow higher. A grass length of 2½ – 3 inches is healthier for your lawn and means you can mow 

less often! 
 Pick up pet waste. Pet waste can contain harmful bacteria as well as phosphorus. Recycle it 

with your Yard waste or place it in the garbage. 
 Control soil erosion around your house by covering exposed soil with vegetation or mulch. 

 
Provided by the Island Lake, Lake Management Committee  

  
Focusing on the health, viability and enhancement of Island Lake for future generations.  
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Island Lake Lions – Colleen Schnell 
Greetings, Island Lake Community! WOW, summer has come and gone already!  
 

Would you like to make a difference in your community? Please consider the Island Lake Lions Club. 
We are a volunteer service organization. Once a men’s only club, women are now part of the club. New 
members provide clubs with fresh ideas, new project ideas and additional ways to make a difference in the 
community we serve. Our Club helps your community with assistance for eyeglasses and hearing aids. 
 

We meet only once a month, on the third Wednesday at 7:30pm for a dinner meeting. Come with an appetite and 
experience a meeting or two with no obligation to join. We look forward to meeting you.  
 

Have you heard of Cornfest? It is our Club’s way of thanking the community for their generosity throughout the year. 
Thanks to all who came to Water Tower Park on Sunday, August 19 for an afternoon of music, games, food and drink, and 
FREE sweet corn. Thank you to the Wauconda Area Queens and the Island Lake Queens for help with the games. 
 

Thank you to the Village Board for the use of Water Tower Park for Corn Fest. We would like to thank the Village 
employees who helped, the residents for their participation, and all our Club members for the hard work that went into this 
event.  
 

Upcoming events and activities are Candy Day October 12-13th. We will be assisting the Village with the Fall Fest 
October 6th and Veteran’s Day November 12th.  
 
For more information about meetings, events, or membership, call or email President Wayne Schnell (815)353-0422 
or waynesroom@comcast.net. Visit our website at www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/island_lake and check us on Facebook @ 
Island Lake Lions Club. 

Daylight Savings Time is November 4th this year. Turn back your clocks and check 
your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. 

Our final concert of the 2018 series features Second Hand Soul, 
covering a mix of Motown, Soul and Rock & Roll. Visit their website at  
http://www.secondhandsoulband.com/ for a preview of their playlist. 
 

When: Friday, September 14, 7-9 pm 
Where: Veterans Park, 332 West State Road 
Parking: Across the street at Water Tower Park; traffic control for safe crossing of Rte.176 
What to Bring: blankets, chairs, bug spray, picnic/drinks and family and friends. 

Island Lake Lioness – Nicole Springer 
The Island Lake Area Lioness Club plays an active role in providing services and support to 

our local community. Some of these include:   
 Awarding college scholarships for local high school students 
 Supporting local food pantries via food drives 
 Financial support to Guide Dogs of America 
 Diabetes awareness and education (one of the major causes of blindness) 
 

At the start of September we will be doing our annual fundraiser selling frozen Panhandler’s 
pizza. If you are interested in that, email us at islandlakelioness@gmail.com for details.  
 

Also in September we have our Annual Plant & Book Sale.  
Sept. 14 & 15 10 am—4pm  
Great Deals on Annuals and Perennials!  
Island Foods Parking Lot, 223 E. State Rd, Island Lake. 
 

We are working on plans for an October bonfire night with chili and music. To stay informed 
about that and all our events and fundraisers, please like us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/islandlakelionessclub.  

Concert in the Park: Friday, September 14 

mailto:waynesroom@comcast.net
http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/island_lake
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Hyde’s Lake View Park — Trustee Harold England 

Thank you to Home Depot of McHenry for their donation of 2 trees for Hyde’s 
Lakeview Park. Plans are in the works to make parking 
available on Janet Drive near the original water tower and on 
Lakeview Drive. Note: Parking on Rte. 176 is prohibited. 
(According to the terms of the grant, no parking spaces can be 
installed on the park site.) 
 

Many folks are already using the park 
for fishing and for just sitting and 
enjoying the wide-open view of the lake. 
 

An expanded garden around the sign 
and additional trees and native flowers 
are in the works. New garbage and recycling containers will also  
be added. 
 
A ComEd Green Region Grant provided funding for development of 
the park as “a passive recreation area for the health and well-being 

of the public and for the preservation of local plant and wildlife.”  
 

COMING SOON… 
 

FALL FEST 
 

Bring the family to the annual Fall Fest for an afternoon of activities, a 
costume contest, hayrides, pumpkins and more.   

Where: Veterans Park, 332 W. State Rd. 
When: Saturday, Oct. 6, 2-5pm 

 

CRAFT FAIRE* 
 

Start—or continue—your holiday shopping at the annual Craft Faire. 
Where: Island Lake Village Hall, 3720 Greenleaf Ave. 
When: Saturday, Nov. 17, 10am-4pm; Sunday Nov. 18, 10am-3pm 
*For more details, see page 13.  

Venetian Night, Saturday, September 8, 2018 
 
The 20th Annual Venetian Night will feature a Roaring 20’s theme. Join the fun with your canoe, 
pontoon boat, paddle boat or fishing boat—all types of boats are welcome! Decorate a lot, a little or 
not at all.  
 
Meet by the dam at 6:30 p.m.  We’ll cruise around the lake then tie up at Eastway Park for a picnic. 
Hot dogs and chips provided. Feel free to bring “goodies” to 
share. We’ll award a trophy awarded for boat best conveying 
the theme. 
 
For more information call Connie at 224-656-2822. 

Dan of MES, Inc. works on 

the sign lettering and logo 
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Last day for yard waste pickup: Monday, 11/26/18 (the Monday after Thanksgiving) 
 
Curbside electronics recycling pickup and limitations: Monday, 10/1/2018; maximum of 5 
items; only  one (1) television or monitor per address per year. 
 
Where can you bring household batteries for recycling? The Village of Island Lake cannot 
accept household batteries for recycling. A number of businesses accept them for a fee (they 
have to pay to get rid of them). For example: 
 Interstate Batteries (847-865-5322 ), 333 W. State Rd., Island Lake: open  Mon-Fri 8:00am- 6:00pm and 

Sat. 8am-3pm 
 Elgin Recycling (847-741-4100 ), 5114 E Terra Cotta Ave, Crystal Lake, Mon-Fri 8:00pm - 5:00pm; Sat. 8-1 
 
Search online for other locations. 

2018 Lakefest Car Show 
 
The 3rd Annual Lake Fest Car Show was a great success—the 
best show ever! Over 100 car enthusiasts brought their cars out, 
22 more cars than the 2017 show. 
 
Congratulations to Best of Show trophy winner Dave Colby 
(pictured at left with Mayor Amrich) for his 1956 Chevy Bel Air. 
 
A big thank you goes to St. John’s Church for allowing us to use 
their grounds, DJ Wayne for PA equipment; and our judges Mayor 
Amrich, Ted Amrich and Tom Amrich.  
 
Thanks also to the businesses that supported the show. 
Interstate Battery, BP Gas, AutoZone and Chi-Town Dogs—all of 
Island Lake—and Volo Auto Museum, Valley View Car Wash and 
Snap-0n Tools. 

Economic Development — Trustee Chuck Cermak
 

Are you looking for a good place to start or move your business? 
Think: Village of Island Lake. We have a number of open and 
convenient locations in our commercial areas. Go to our website here to 
see what’s available to meet the needs of your business. 
 
If you are interested in exploring business options in the Village, call 
Trustee Cermak, 847-526-0177. 
 
Welcome to new businesses in our area. 
 
Air Solutions Heating & Cooling offers comprehensive HVAC services for homes and 
businesses. Call 815-219-9427 for more information. 
 
MDS Musicians Discount Store at 27990 N. Converse Rd. sells instruments and offers music 
lessons. Call 815-404-0075 for more information. 
 
Businesses in the Westridge Shopping Center have expanded to serve you better. 

 Westridge Banquets, 628 E. State Rd. 
 Page’s Healthy Paws, 648 E. State Rd. 
 Roots Training Center (Martial Arts Gym), 654 E. State Rd. 
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ISLAND LAKE RECREATION/CLUB – LORI TANZILLO 

www.villageofislandlake.com   847.416.7866  Fax 847.526.5961 

http://www.villageofislandlake.com


12 

 

Island Lake Recreation  
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Island Lake Recreation - Activities 

FREE OPEN GYM!!!! 
FRIDAYS STARTING, Oct. 26th 

11:30 – 1:00 P.M. 
Ages:         Up to 6 Yrs. 
Fee:           None 
Time:         11:30 – 1:00 
Location:    Village Hall Gymnasium 
Instructor: Parents Must Be Present At All Times 
 

PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO MAKE SURE OPEN GYM IS AVAILABLE.  THERE MAY BE TIMES THE GYM IS 
BOOKED FOR OTHER EVENTS ON FRIDAYS. 

 

SPONSORED BY THE RECREATION DEPT  
847.416.7866 

LOCATION – VILLAGE HALL GYMNASIUM 

Holiday Craft & Snack 
Need some free time to do your Holiday shopping? 
Drop your child off to make a fun Holiday craft, 
play a game, and enjoy a snack.  All materials 
provided. Parents need not stay. Registration 
deadline is November 14th. 
COURSE #650-04 
December 5th, December 12th 
Ages:          3-6 Yrs. 
Fee:            $20.00/2nd Child $10.00 
Time:          11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
Location:     Village Hall Gymnasium                                                                               

                                                              
               

                 GUITAR     

These very popular lessons are taught specific to the individual student’s needs.  Our teacher, Mi-
chael Ripoli has studied Music Theory, Jazz, and Classical Guitar.  Monday and Saturday classes are 
available.  Each private class is a ½ hour lesson.  We have limited openings.  Please call for available 
times. 
 
COURSE           #470-01 
Age:                  5 yrs-Adult 
Day:                  Mondays & Fridays                                 
Date:                 Ongoing 
Time:                Call for times  815.528.3830 
Fee:                   Res. $16/Non $18 
Location:            AR2 
Instructor:           Michael Ripoli 
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Halloween Craft and Snack 
 

Let’s get together to have a Spooktacular time 
with friends! We will create/make a craft, play 
games and enjoy a snack.  This is a drop off 
program for your little one.  
  
Course#650-03 
October 10th, October 17th 
Ages:      3-6 yrs.  
Fee:   $20.00/2nd Child $10.00 
Time:   11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
Location:  Village Gymnasium 
Min/Max:  5/10 
Instructor: Mrs. Anderson/Club Staff 

 
 

Fall/Turkey Day Craft and Snack 
 

Come join the fun with friends making a Fall 
or Thanksgiving Day craft, play a fun turkey 
day game, and enjoy a snack.  This is a drop 
off program for your little one.  You will have 
time to get a jump start on holiday 
preparations. 
 
Course#650-04 
November 7th, November 14th                               
Ages:   3-6 yrs. 
Fee:   $20.00/2nd Child $10.00 
Time:   11:30 – 1:00 p.m. 
Location:  Village Gymnasium 
Min/Max:  5/10 

Island Lake Recreation- Fall Activities 
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                                      REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT www.villageofislandlake.com under        

Administration-Creative Playtime  or at the Village Hall 
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Island Lake Senior Club  — Cathy Christiansen 

Historical Society of Island Lake 

Are you at least 55 years old? you are invited to check out the Island Lake Seniors Club, 
where members are always friendly. We meet the second Tuesday of each month in the 
Senior Center at the Island Lake Village Hall, 3720 Greenleaf Ave. Meetings start at 12:30 PM; 
doors open at 11:30. Coffee, tea, and refreshments are served. A small door prize or 
cash is awarded to one person at each meeting via a drawing. We also have raffles 
periodically.  
 
We are always looking for new members and fresh ideas. You don't have to be a 
resident of Island Lake. You are invited join us for one meeting free of charge and enjoy 
whatever activities we are doing. If you decide to join, dues are only $18 per year, (starting in 
July, the ½ dues are $9), which includes a reduced cost for the St. Patrick's Day luncheon and 
Christmas luncheon.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Remaining 2018 Activities 

 
 

 
 

HOME AGAIN   Recently, a former resident sought the 
Historical Society’s help in locating her childhood home. 
She recalled having to walk down the hill to swim in the 
lake, and had a picture of the home from years ago. 
Armed with a road map of the original part of the village, 
she drove around until she located the home on Rose 
Avenue. The family home of Wayne and Alex Dye had 
changed a little over the years but there was no doubt it 
was where childhood memories were made.  

This is just one of the stories about the history of our 
village. Check out the Historical Society’s Facebook page 
for more stories or to sign up for a historic boat tour 
on Island Lake narrated by a Historical Society member.  

Upcoming meetings: Sept. 10, Oct. 1 and Nov. 5, 7:00 
p.m.  Join us with your oral histories, pictures and historical information about Island Lake. 
Contact us at 224-656-2822 or mccm46@att.net.  

For Information about Historical Society Boat Tours, Contact Liz Nelson  

at 847-609-9050 or lizznelson@me.com. 

  

Flu Shots Provided  by Walgreens: 
 
Thursday September 27, 10am – 12pm, Senior Center, Village Hall  

Sept. 11 Club's 38th Anniversary; magician 
 
Oct. 9  White Elephant Sale, bring new or lightly 

used items to sell; proceeds to Island Lake 
Area Seniors Club.  

 

Nov. 13 Thanksgiving Luncheon provided by 
Westridge Banquets at the Island Lake Senior 
Center. Price to be determined. 

 
Dec. 11 Christmas Luncheon at Westridge Banquet 

Hall, Island Lake. Members $15, non-
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Victory Garden 

This year, the Island Lake Woman’s Club this year is celebrating the 75
th

 
Anniversary of serving Island Lake. In 1943, the year our club was 
founded, approximately 350 Island Lake 
families were year-round residents, with a 
total of 72 sons and daughters in the 
service during World War II.  

The Island Lake Woman’s Club joined the nationwide 
General Federation of Woman’s Clubs in 1952, and to 
this day, our dedicated members continue our tradition of 
service to the community. We collect donations and 
raise funds for local schools and libraries, the Wauconda/
Island Lake Food Pantry, the House of Hope Pet Food 
Pantry, and many other charities including the Salvation 
Army, USO, the Veterans Administration, Canine 
Companions, Soldier’s Best Friend, the Heart Fund, 
Smile Train, and Heifer International. We also do the 
planting and maintaining two of the garden entrance 
gates to the Village. 

Are you looking for community service and 
fellowship or are interested in learning more about 
the club? Please call Dona Willard at 847-526-3408 or 
email at donawillard@comcast.net. Meetings are on the 
second Thursday of the month. Luncheon is served at 
12:00 P.M. All are welcome.  

 

 

ISLAND LAKE WOMAN'S CLUB by Dona Willard 

Heat, heavy rains and hellacious pests have made 
the 2018 gardening season a challenge for even the 
heartiest gardeners. Still, many gardens were 
bountiful—yielding not only some fine meals, but many 
hours well spent with nature and fellow gardeners. 
 
With the end of the season nearly here, please 
note  that all plots must be cleaned out by 
Saturday, October 27th. However, any time is a 
good time to do some cleanup. If your plants are 
pushing out into the walkway and into other garden 

plots, please trim or redirect them. If you’re feeling industrious and you notice weeds in the walkways, 
feel free to pull them out. 
 
Due to a number of unforeseen circumstances, we were not able to schedule the workshop with 
the Master Gardeners from McHenry County. Watch the website for more information on the website 
about possible scheduling for next season. 

News article from Historical Society of 
Island Lake Archives 



20 

 

Wauconda Township Senior Events and Services 

Transportation: RTA Reduced Fare Applications available at Township Hall. Pictures for 
applications are taken for free. Bring a State of Illinois ID. Island Lake residents who live in Nunda 
Township are eligible to use the free Wauconda Township Senior Transportation (see above). 
 

Food Pantry: Fridays from 9:30am to noon at the Township Hall. For more information call:  
815-356-7457.                                            
  

Want to meet new people, enjoy good food and conversation and play games?  
Golden Diners Program of the  Salvation Army serves nutritious, home-style meals to individuals 
age 60 and over (and spouses—regardless of age). For information: Call 815-455-2769 and ask for 
Dan. 

Location: 290 W. Crystal Lake Ave. 
Days/Time: 5 days a week* from 11:30 – noon (*closed on holidays).   
Cost: Suggested donation of $3.50 per meal, but “No one will be refused a meal for lack of funds.”  

Nunda Township 

The Wauconda-Island Lake Food Pantry, located at 505 W. Bonner Rd. (behind the 
Wauconda Township Office) is a nonprofit organization that serves 
an average of 248 families per month in the Wauconda/Island Lake 
area. Contact them at 847-526-8684. 
 
Hours of Operation: 

 Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday: 10:00am to noon 
 Tuesday & Thursday: 10:00am to noon & 4:30-6:00pm 
 Closed on Sunday. 

Senior Trips and Special Events: RSVP to Lisa Knight at 847-526-1800. 
 September 12th,  10am -2pm, Annual Summertime Fun on Bangs Lake: Cook Park, 600 N. 

Main St.; with a $3 wrist band, enjoy bingo, games, boat rides, vendors, entertainment and a 
picnic lunch. Register at Wauconda Park District or Wauconda Township office. 

 September 26, 10:30 to 11:30am, Tai Chi Class: Program is co-sponsored by Catholic 
Charities; suggested donation $8, however, no senior will be turned away for lack of ability to pay. 

 September 27, 11:00am to 1:00 pm, Lunch ‘N Learn Prairie State Legal: “Legal Aspects As 
You Age” is brought to you by Catholic Charities, Wauconda Park District and Wauconda 
Township; suggested donation $3, however, no senior will be turned away for lack of ability to pay. 

 October 3 and 4, 9:00am – 1:00pm, AARP Smart Driver Course Classes: Wauconda 
Township Hall; no tests to pass. Possible multi-year discount on your car insurance upon 
completion; $15 AARP members, $20 nonmembers. 

 October 10, 10 am to 3:00pm, Autumn Colors Tour: Depart from Wauconda Township 
Office for  Lake Geneva; lunch on our own in Lake Geneva. Cost of $5 for transportation. 

 November 3, 8:00am to noon, Senior Yard Clean Up:  Sign up to have light cleanup on your 
yard. Volunteers needed: bring rakes, gloves, and a willing spirit to the Wauconda Township Hall; 
pizza party to thank volunteers to follow.  

 

Weekly Events 
 Poker & Card Playing Club: Thursday 12:30pm – 3:30pm, Township Hall 
 Dancing Lessons: Friday 9:30am – 11:00am, Township Hall – $5 per session 
 ZUMBA Gold Classes: Monday 10:00-11:00am, Township Hall – $5 per class 

The Wauconda Township Senior Transportation Department free service 
helps seniors (60+ years) from Wauconda Township and the Nunda Township  
of the Village of Island Lake get to medical and beauty appointments, 
prescription pickup, shopping. donations appreciated. Call 847-526-8688 to 
register and receive a monthly calendar/schedule.                                                                                                                                                                                         
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WAUCONDA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT by Raquel Schomer  

      
Want to receive board meeting agendas, Lake Management news  
or news of events in town? Email georgine.cooper@voislk.com to be 
added to any or all of the mailing lists. 

October is Fire Prevention Month and the kick off for our monthly visits to our 
district schools. We at the Wauconda Fire Protection District hope you had a fun and 
safe summer break. 

Fire Prevention Month also commemorates wildland firefighting as well. We will begin 
to see the change of seasons, and with that comes dry brush and falling leaves. The 

ground will be full of this very flammable material. Something as small a carelessly lit cigarette can 
ignite an entire farm field.  

Friendly reminder: Change the batteries on your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
when you turn back the clocks for “Daylight Savings” on November 4th, 2018. Note: The 
standard life on most detectors is 7-10 years. Find many affordable options at your local hardware 
or superstore. 

Do you have a home fire escape plan that prepares your family to think fast and get out 
quickly when the smoke alarm sounds? What if your escape route is blocked by smoke or 
flames? Having two ways out focuses on the importance of fire escape planning and practice. Once 
outside, the family should all have a meeting place, such as a mailbox away from the house, or 
across the street. Your family should know how important it is to get out, STAY OUT! 

Our annual OPEN HOUSE will be held at our STATION 1,109 West Liberty Street in 
Wauconda on SATURDAY OCTOBER 13th from 10am to 2pm. We will be demonstrating live 
fire evolutions, vehicle extrication, and many other activities from our special teams. Free snacks 
and beverages will be served, so plan on joining us!  

 

COBRA HELICOPTER RESTORATION 

From its peaceful resting place at Veterans Park, U.S. Army Cobra 
helicopter Tail #736 faces no more artillery fire. Sun, rain and the 
other ravages of weather, however, have taken a toll on its 
exterior. 
 
Have you seen the crews sanding, power washing and 
painting our Cobra? Bob Carpenter, Memorial Day 
Commemoration Coordinator, and Mayor Amrich have led the 
charge to restore the helicopter to its authentic color and 
markings—right down to the Cobra decal. Supporting restoration 
efforts are VFW Post 2486, Chet Malanowski, Mike Mascillino, 
Ken Samborski, Robin Waltrip, Barry Desfor and Jim Kennedy, a 
crew chief for a Cobra helicopter in Vietnam.  
 
Our helicopter was on active duty in Vietnam for nearly 3 
years, starting in April of 1969. In November of 2002, it was 
released for display and dedicated in Veterans Park as a “salute to 
the crew that flew and maintained her, but also as a tribute to all 
the veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States.” A new 
sign with the service history of the helicopter is also in progress. 
 

mailto:tina.loos@voislk.com
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

Fire and Police 911 

NON EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

Wauconda/Island Lake fire 847-526-2821 

Island Lake Police 847-526-2100 

Lake County Sheriff 847-549-5200 

McHenry County Sheriff 815-338-2144 

VILLAGE HALL 
 

Village Hall 847-526-8764 

Mayor Charles Amrich Ext. 7885 

Clerk/FOIA Officer Georgine Cooper Ext. 7858 

Trustee England Ext. 7878 

Trustee Cermak Ext. 7876 

Trustee Villarreal Ext. 7874 

Trustee Beeson Ext. 7879 

Trustee Doehler Ext. 7882 

Trustee Burke Ext. 7872 

Bldg & Code Official, Wayne Schnell Ext. 7862 

Public Works 847-526-8767 

Water Dept 847-526-1954 

Parks & Recreation 847-526-4851 

Creative Playtime 847-526-8795 

Calvin Clay, EMA Ext. 7884 

Ken Wick, Lake Management Ext. 7875 

GOVERNMENT CENTERS 
 

Lake County 847-360-6600 

McHenry County 815-338-2040 

Island Lake Post Office 847-526-6153 

Wauconda Township 847-526-2631 

Nunda Township 815-459-4011 

UTILITY COMPANIES 
 

Comcast 866-594-1234 

ComEd 800-334-7661 

Dynergy Energy Systems 844-441-0716 

J.U.L.I.E 800-892-0123 

NICOR 888-642-6748 

Northern Moraine Wastewater Recla-
mation District  

847-526-3300 

AT & T 800-244-4444 

Prairieland Disposal, Inc 847-381-9300 

SWALCO www.swalco.org 

                                               

 COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 
SCHOOLS 

Cotton Creek 847-526-4700 

Robert Crown 847-526-7100 

Matthews Middle School 847-526-6210 

District 118 847-526-7690 

McHenry District 15 815-385-7210 

McHenry District 156 815-385-7900 

SEDOL 847-548-8470 

McHenry Special Ed 815-344-4048 

LIBRARIES 
 

McHenry Area Library 815-385-0036 

Wauconda Area Library 847-526-6225 

ORGANIZATIONS  

Boy Scout Troop 90, John Nielsen 847-462-8425 

Boy Scout Troop 290, Michelle Friedrich  

Bulldog Youth Sports bulldogyouthsports.org 

Cotton Creek Marsh/McHenry Cnty Conservation Dist 815-338-6223 

Girl Scouts, Sherri Sorenson 847-487-5228 

Historical Society 224-658-2822 

I.L. Seniors, Catherine Christensen 262-237-2961 

I.L. Woman’s Club, Dona Willard 
847-526-3408; 

donawillard@comcast.net  

Lakes Youth Athletic Association 

(Baseball, Football, Girls’ Softball) 
847-604-0270 

Lions Club  www.e-clubhouse.org/
sites/island_lake.  

Lioness Club, Betty Skvarenina 847-639-6658 

VFW/Lakeland Memorial Post 2486 - Barry Desfor 847-487-9732 

Wauconda Area Youth Soccer 847-526-4167 

Wauconda American Legion Post 911 847-526-9718 

Wauconda Township Transportation  847-526-8688 

Wauconda-Island Lake Food Pantry 847-526-8684 

Wauconda Township Senior Services 847-526-1800 

Wauconda/Island Lake Jaycees 224-993-9693 

Wauconda Area Youth Soccer Club  www.waysc.com 

Venturing Crew 2090:Dave & Julie Ryman 847-487-1079 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS  

Highwood Lakes, Willard Sorenson 815-385-3073 

Nantucket, Donna Smith 815-337-1656 

Newbury, Jean DeBraccio 847-263-6102 

Pine Ridge, Richard Padula 847-526-0038 

Prairie Woods, Scott Kochaney 815-385-3538 

Rolling Oaks, Don Riddel 847-487-9582 

Southport, Lucia Matlock 630-620-1133 

Walnut Glen, Lieberman Mgmt Services 847-459-0000 

Waters Edge, Norma Lass 847-459-1222 

Westridge Town Homes, Donna Smith 815-337-1656 

Westridge, BP Services, Carol Loveridge  779-552-8719 

http://www.swalco.org
http://bulldogyouthsports.org
mailto:donawillard@comcast.net
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Interested in placing an ad?     Call 847-526-8764  or  contact us on the                                 

                   website at:  www.villageofislandlake.com.   



Contact Us 

Village of Island Lake 

3720 Greenleaf Avenue 

Island Lake, IL  60042 

(847) 526-8764   www,villageofislandlake.com  

Office Open:  

Monday – Friday  8:00 am – 4:30pm               Saturday 8:00 am – 12:00 pm                 

Village of Island Lake Meetings 
Village Board: 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, 7:30pm 

Planning and Zoning: 3rd Wednesday of the month  

as needed ,7:30pm. 

Lake  Management : 1st Thursday of the month, 6:30pm. 

Emergency Management Agency: 4th Wednesday, 7:00pm. 

Police and Fire Commission: 1st  Wednesday, 7:30pm. 

Events Planning: 2nd Tuesday, 7pm.  

Historical Society: 1st Monday, 7pm. 
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